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St. Ann’s School of Religion
St. Ann Church

6 Church Street

P.O. Box 405

Hampton, NJ  08827

(908) 537-2221 (Church Office)

(908) 537-1070 (Religions Ed. Office)

Rev. Fr. Michael C. Saharic, Pastor

Religious Education Staff

Mrs. Sandy Kale, Director 

Supervisors:

Deacon Joseph Foldvary

Mrs. Joan Ward

Mrs. Diane Wranitz

Mrs. Sue Shanahan, Office Manager

Office Hours:

Monday-Wednesday: 9:00AM-3:00PM

STUDENTS’ FIRST DAY OF CLASS:

Sunday, September 11th (9:00-10:15 AM)

Grades 1-7 & Grade 8: Hampton School

Grade  8: Church Grounds

8-A Mr. O’Malley – St. Joachim Room
8-B Mr. Merlo – Church Basement
Monday, September 12th (4:00-5:15 PM)

Grades 1-4

Church Grounds

Tuesday, September 13th (4:00-5:15 PM)

Grades 5-8
Church Grounds

Dear Parents:


Welcome to Saint Ann’s School of Religion.  The purpose of this handbook is to provide assistance to you throughout the school year.  Parents are responsible to read and carry out the guidelines provided in these pages to the best of their ability.

Please sign the Agreement at the conclusion of this booklet and return it to your son/daughter’s teacher by the second week of school.

Thank you for entrusting your child to us.  It is a privilege to share with you in the spiritual formation of your children.

Please know that we are ready to assist you.  I can be reached at the Parish Office, 
(908) 537-1070.



Sincerely yours in Christ,




Sandy Kale



Director, Religious Education
REGISTRATION FEE-DUE BY

August 3, 2011:

$100.00 (First Child)

$50.00 (Second Child)

$50.00 (Third Child)

There is no charge for any

additional children.

TRANSPORTATION OF STUDENTS

No catechist is allowed to drive a student home.  The director reserves the right to call emergency numbers when a student is not picked up. All parents who wish their children to walk home by themselves must sign a Walking Permission slip that can be obtained from the child’s teacher.

Catechists
Level 1


1-A
Miss Diamond Meza

1-B
Miss Justine Maren

1-C
Ms. Rae Amato

Level 2



2-A
Mrs. Margaret Gartlgruber

2-B
Mrs. Ann Marie Clark


2-C
Mrs. Mary Sorgi
Level 3



3-A
Miss Lauren Iacobucci/Miss Katie Padmore

3-B 
Miss Maria Starcher


3-C
Miss Vicki Coates
Level 4


4-A
Mrs. Theresa Bifano


4-B
Miss Jeana Teddick/Miss Amanda Guth

4-C
Mrs. Mary Monahan
Level 5



5-A
Mrs. Maureen Hammond

5-B
Mr. Ryan McCormick

5-C
Mrs. Sue Sullivan

Level 6


6-A
Mrs. Dorothy Cole


6-B
Mr. Jack Stanton


6-C
Mrs. Sue Shanahan

Level 7



7-A 
Mr. Phil Diodato


7-B
Mrs. Elaine Levandoski

7-C
Mr. Tim Gahles
Level 8


8-1
Mr. Pat O’Malley


8-2
Mr. George Merlo


8-C
Mrs. Sandy Kale

ROMAN CATHOLIC TEACHING - All catechists and classroom aides function in line with the teaching authority of the Catholic Church instituted by Christ and taught by the Pope. Catechists are therefore expected to keep updated and informed about the issues they teach, present Roman Catholic teachings as authoritative and binding, and follow the curriculum as laid out in the textbook and diocesan curriculum guidelines.

PLEASE FILL OUT YOUR CHILD’S CLASS ASSIGNMENT SO THAT YOU HAVE THIS INORMATION HANDY.

_______________________​​​​​​​​______ is assigned to class __________, with ________________________ (teacher). Teacher’s contact phone number is ________________.

_______________________​​​​​​​​______ is assigned to class __________, with ________________________ (teacher). Teacher’s contact phone number is ________________.

_______________________​​​​​​​​______ is assigned to class __________, with ________________________ (teacher). Teacher’s contact phone number is ________________.

_______________________​​​​​​​​______ is assigned to class __________, with ________________________ (teacher). Teacher’s contact phone number is ________________.
_______________________​​​​​​​​______ is assigned to class __________, with ________________________ (teacher). Teacher’s contact phone number is ________________.

MISSION STATEMENT
The Mission of St. Ann’s Parish is to give glory to God by adoring Him through the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, Eucharistic Adoration, and keeping His commandments.

As members of St. Ann’s Parish, under the direction of the Pastor, we will receive the sacraments worthily, promote, foster, and defend the teachings of the Catholic Church instituted by Christ and taught by the Pope, encourage devotion to the Mother of God, and actively support parish programs and spiritual life.

We strive to proclaim Christ’s message, to lead our young people to prayer and worship, to motivate people to service of others, and to develop and build the parish community.
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	MASS ATTENDANCE ON SUNDAYS

Our Religious Education classes offer a systematic instruction in the faith foundation and tradition of the Holy Roman Catholic Church. Students with the help and assistance of the parents are being raised as active members of St. Ann’s community and parish. Therefore, all students participating in our program must attend Mass on all Sundays, unless a serious reason excuses them. Our teachers instruct the students that Mass attendance is an important responsibility and that missing Mass is a grave sin. You, the parents are the child’s first teacher and example, so we ask you to attend Mass on all Sundays and Holy Days as a family.


CLASS ATTENDANCE

Religious education time is precious.  Therefore, it is essential that every effort should be made to attend every class meeting.  A student’s absence from class should be for illness, family complications or other unforeseen difficulties.  Therefore, if a child misses more than three (3) classes during the year, those classes must be made up in a summer session.  All absences must be explained with a written note from the parent.  Sports and other extracurricular activities are NOT acceptable excuses from class.  Parents should contact their child’s teacher to get make-up work.
REGISTRATION

Registration for Religious Education classes will take place in May. Students who are presently in the program will be registered automatically for the next year. Since your family is registered, there will be no need to call or re-register. The only students required to register will be new students to our program and first grade students. Parents of students already registered will receive a letter in May regarding next year’s tuition and the date required to register any new students.   No child will be deprived of Religious Education because of a family’s inability to pay. If parents are unable to pay they are requested to speak to the Pastor.

SCHOOL CALENDAR/SCHEDULE

All families were mailed the school calendar indicating important dates and classes. Please keep this handy in your home.

During Lent, the students will study the Stations of the Cross. St. Ann’s parish prays the Stations of the Cross on Friday’s at 7:30 PM during Lent. Students in Grade 8 will be required to attend ONE Friday evening at the discretion of their classroom teacher (date to be announced). All other students and parents are invited to participate.

CLASS MASSES

One Saturday during the school year, Father Michael will hold a Class Mass for Grades/Levels 4 through 7.  The dates for each Class Mass are indicated on the classroom schedule for the year.  Prior to the Mass, you will be notified of the exact time and location (at the church) to meet.  Father will hold a brief workshop for the students at that time.  Then at 4:00 p.m., during Mass, the students will sit together in the front of the church.  They will participate in the Readings, and they will be responsible to bring up the gifts during the Offertory.  A reception for students and families will follow in the church basement.

Note:  This does NOT excuse students from their regular weekly CCD class.
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DRUGS, TOBACCO, ALCOHOL, & WEAPONS
Drugs, cigarettes, alcohol and weapons of any kind are not allowed on school or church property.  If a student is found to be in possession, the students will be detained, reported to the State Police, and suspended from the program pending consultation and review. 

CELL PHONES, I-PODS
Students are not permitted to use cell phones during religious education classes (from the time they enter the buildings until the time they leave the buildings).  Cell phones must be turned OFF and kept out of sight for the entire duration of all classes and activities.  Violation of these rules will result in forfeiting the privilege of bringing them to CCD.
EMERGENCY PARENT/GUARDIAN NUMBER
Please make sure your child’s teacher and the Parish Office have an emergency number where you can be reached. Please advise the Parish Office if this number changes at any time.
SCHOOL MAP:

PARKING: 
NEW STREET, FOSS AVENUE, MADELINE STREET, MUNICIPAL PARKING LOT** (1 BLOCK NORTH OF THE SCHOOL)
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DRIVER’S SAFETY PROCEDURES

HAMPTON SCHOOL

Students may enter the school at either the South Street entrance OR the Madeline Street entrance.

Families with children in Grades 1, 2, and 3 must accompany their children into and out of the school building using the Madeline Street entrance.     All older children may be dropped off at the school and may use either entrance; however, if you do not have a child in Grades 1-3, we suggest you use the South Street entrance.  

We place special emphasis on the following:

· Please adhere to all borough parking regulations and be mindful that children are crossing the street (parking includes stopping or idling at curbside)

· Whenever possible, park on the same side of the street as the school. Otherwise, park your car and walk your child across the street

· Do not park at yellow curbs

· Do not park where indicated on Madeline St. (by the fence)

· Do not park on the west side of South Street (side across from Municipal lot)

STUDENTS IN GRADES 1-3 MUST BE WALKED TO AND FROM THE SCHOOL GROUNDS.

The school entrances will be locked during the time of religious education classes. If you arrive late (after 9:00AM) you must enter the building via South Street.

CHURCH GROUNDS

Arriving cars must use the upper church lot entrance. Please do not block the entrance by parking/stopping along the fence. Cars MUST exit the church grounds via Rick Allen’s auto shop driveway (back of the upper church lot towards the right). 

STUDENTS IN GRADES 1-3 MUST BE WALKED TO AND FROM THE CLASSROOM.

RECORDS/TRANSFER POLICY

Every child’s CCD registration from, baptismal certificate, and progress reports are kept on file in the Parish Office.  These files are updated with the reception of a new sacrament and grade level progress reports.  If you change your telephone number or address at any time, please call the Parish Office immediately.  If you are moving out of the parish and need letters of reference concerning religious education, please contact the director.

 ALLERGIES/MEDICAL CONDITIONS
If your child is allergic to nuts or any other type of food, bee stings, insects, etc. please notify the office or your child’s teacher so that we can follow proper procedures. If your child has a medical condition that warrants attention, please let us know as soon as possible.

VISITORS/GUEST SPEAKERS

Other than students, catechetical personnel, and assistants, no persons are permitted in the upstairs halls, classroom or rest rooms during sessions without the express authorization of the Director and/or assistants. Parents, speakers, or visitors are welcome to attend their child’s classroom but should first get permission from the Director.

HANDICAPPED/SPECIAL NEED STUDENTS

Parents are requested to see the Director of Religious Education for any special needs or special arrangements that may be necessary for their child. This should be done before the first day of class. It is important that we are made aware of students who have special needs. Please note: this information is privileged and will be kept in the strictest of confidence.
TEXTBOOKS

Each student is supplied with a textbook (and workbook in Grade 1-7) that follows the guidelines by the Diocese of Metuchen and uses methods that are age appropriate for each grade level. These books are your child’s to keep. In September, your child will be given a folder for important papers that are periodically sent home. Please be sure that your child brings the folder to class every week.  I ask that you check it for any correspondence after class.

CHILD ABUSE POLICY

New Jersey Law requires any person who has reasonable cause to believe that a child has been subjected to child abuse, to report the same immediately to the Division of Youth and Family Services.

SCHOOL CLOSING

In the event of a school closing due to inclement weather, emergencies, or unforeseen circumstances you will be notified by phone by one of the teachers.

COLLABORATION WITH CATECHISTS

For Catholic parents, the mission to catechize is rooted in the Sacrament of Marriage – which consecrates them for the Christian education of their children. “This sacrament enriches them with the gifts of the Holy Spirit in order to help the children in their growth as human beings and as Christians.” (On the Family, Pope John Paul II, 1981.) By virtue of this sacrament, parents are the primary educators of their children. By enrolling your children in St. Ann’s School of Religion, you are asking us to assist you in that process by providing a foundation in Church teachings and morals. Therefore, we expect and encourage parents to communicate with their child’s catechist throughout the year, supporting each other in providing a foundation in Roman Catholic Doctrine and morals.

TESTING

Teachers are required to give tests periodically during the course of the school year. Please note: one major comprehensive exam will occur in Grade 7 for all Confirmation Candidates in the spring.

HOMEWORK

At times students may be given homework assignments. The child is to do the assignment to the best of his/her ability with the parent’s help and direction. This occurs most often in the years your son/daughter is preparing to receive a sacrament.

PROGERESS REPORTS

Progress reports will be issued in January and May of the school year. Parents are required to sign and return the January report cards to their child’s teacher. Please note: students in Grade 8 will be issued three progress reports - in November, February, and May.

FIRE DRILLS

Periodically, fire drills will be conducted to ensure the safety of our students and personnel.

BEHAVIOR

It is the student’s responsibility to always act in an appropriate manner, becoming a young respectful Catholic in the classroom. Disrespect towards the teachers, classroom aides, adults, or other students will not be tolerated. Since class-time is limited to one hour and fifteen minutes per week, if a student continuously causes a disruption, he/she will be asked to leave the program.

EARLY DISMISSAL/LATENESS

If your son/daughter needs to be dismissed from class early, please forward a note to your child’s teacher. If your child is late for class due to circumstances, a note to your child’s teacher the next week is appropriate.


BASIC PRAYERS and TEACHINGS
At each grade level, students are expected to master a set of basic prayers and develop an understanding of some fundamental teachings of our Faith (to the best of their abilities).  The following are guidelines:
Grade/Level 1:  Sign of the Cross, Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory Be Prayer, Grace before Meals.  
Grade/Level 2:  Level 1 prayers plus Mass responses, Act of Contrition; begin to understand and apply an Examination of Conscience.
Grade/Level 3:  Level 2 prayers plus Apostles’ Creed; begin full Rosary.  Familiarize with Prayer for Vocations.
Grade/Level 4:  Students should be able to recite the full Rosary, including familiarity with the Hail Holy Queen and the Fatima Prayer;  learn the 20 mysteries.  Also, familiarity with Ten Commandments, Eight Beatitudes, Corporal and Spiritual Works of Mercy.
Grade/Level 5:  Review of all prayers, including the Rosary – master Hail Holy Queen and the Fatima Prayer; The seven sacraments; understanding of the celebration of the Mass, familiarize with the Nicene Creed; the Angelus.
Grade/Level 6:   The Moral Virtues, The Ten Commandments (revisited), the Precepts of the Church, Examination of Conscience (revisited), full understanding of the celebration of the Mass, Prayer to St. Michael, Prayer to Guardian Angel.

Grade/Level 7:  Stations of the Cross, Eight Beatitudes (revisited), Memorare, Gifts of the Holy Spirit.
Grade/Level 8:  Review of all prayers.

SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION
The Diocese of Metuchen requires full participation in a two-year Sacramental Preparation Program prior to the reception of First Penance and Eucharist (Grades 1-2) and Confirmation       (Grades  7-8). Parent meetings have been scheduled and are indicated on your calendars for each of these sacraments. 

FIRST PENANCE AND HOLY COMMUNION
Beginning in Grade (Level) 1, basic instruction will take place, followed by more specific and rigorous instruction in second grade.  Therefore, if a student does not attend religious classes in Grade 1, he/she will not be placed in Grade 2 for First Holy Communion.

The following is required students for the reception of First Holy Communion:

· Attendance at all classes during the year

· Attendance at Sunday Mass

· Understanding of the curriculum presented in class

· Knowledge of basic prayers (Sign of the Cross, Our Father, Glory to the Father, Hail Mary)

· Knowledge of the Act of Contrition and the Rite of Reconciliation

· Basic understanding of the meaning of First Holy Communion (i.e., the Divine Presence)

· Proper behavior during classes and practices

· Attendance by parents at an afternoon retreat on Saturday, February 4, 2012 at 1:00 p.m. in the Church
· A fee to cover expenses (including professional photography) will be assessed.

Please note – no home schooling will be approved unless extenuating circumstances exist and there is consultation with the Pastor and the Director of Religious Education.

CONFIRMATION

The following is required of students for the reception of Confirmation:
· Attendance at all classes during the year

· Attendance at Sunday Mass

· Attendance at Saturday evening Mass for Bible Presentation for Confirmation Candidates on Saturday, September 24, 2010 at 4:00 p.m. in the church

· Understanding and mastering of material, as well as completion of all assignments  during the 2-year program

· Proper behavior during class time, Mass and practices

· Support from the parents of the student demonstrated by their attendance at Mass on Sunday’s.

· Attendance by parents at a meeting on Sunday, October 23, 2011 at 9:00 a.m. in the Hampton School auditorium
· Attendance at a Teen Outreach Event on Wednesday evening, March 21, 2012 from 7:00 – 8:30 p.m. at Immaculate Conception Church in Annandale

· Attendance at an all-day retreat Saturday, April 14, 2012
· A minimum of 30 service hours (15 in Grade 7 ad 15 in Grade 8) as approved by the Director of Religious Education

· Passing the Confirmation Exam with a score of 85 or above.  The test is administered in the spring of Grade 7.  In addition, all students in Grades 7 and 8 must maintain a passing grade of 70 on all class work and tests in order to be considered for Confirmation UNLESS extenuating circumstances exist and approval is obtained from the director.

· A fee to cover Confirmation expenses will be assessed.

Please note – no home schooling will be approved unless extenuating circumstances exist and there is a consultation with the Pastor and Director of Religious Education.
SACRAMENTAL POLICY REGARDING PAROCHIAL SCHOOL STUDENTS

Dear Parents,

As Pastor and shepherd of the parish entrusted to me, by the Bishop, it is my pastoral responsibility to see that the faithful entrusted to my spiritual care are properly prepared for the reception of the Sacraments.

I admire your choice and the sacrifice you make to send your child to Parochial School; however, that does not relieve me of my pastoral and spiritual responsibility and obligation.

While our Parish Sacramental Preparation Program follows the Diocesan Regulation that outlines a two-year preparation program, I have chosen to waive the standard two year requirement for all Catholic School students.  Therefore, any child attending Parochial School need only attend St. Ann’s School of Religion the year the Sacrament will be received.

In practical terms, this means a student in second grade attends St. Ann’s School of Religion for the preparation to receive both First Penance and First Holy Communion;  and a student in eighty grade attends to prepare for the reception of Confirmation (following successful passing the St. Ann’s Confirmation exam).  Preparation for the reception of the Sacraments of Penance, First Holy Communion and Confirmation is not limited to book knowledge of that particular Sacrament.  It also entails a greater understanding, awareness and experience of the wider parish family to which the child belongs.

If you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to contact me or Mrs. Sandy Kale, our Parish director of Religious Education.

Thank you for your kind cooperation.

With every prayerful best wish and kindness,

Fr. Michael Saharic
CONTRACT

I have read the Parent Handbook and agree to abide by the directives of the Religious Education Program of Saint Ann’s described therein, to the best of my ability.

CHILD’S NAME:  ______________________

GRADE:  ______________

________________________   __________

PARENT/GUARDIAN


DATE

SIGNATURE

FOSS AVE.
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